
Book Interview with Ms. Henderson 

What book is currently on your nightstand? 

I have four books on my nightstand right now:  

1. Let's Explore Diabetes with Owls by David Sedaris, 

2. The Elephant Vanishes by Haruki Murakami, 

3. Flash Fiction International: Very Short Stories from Around the World, and 

4. Aurora Volume 01 The Allegory Ridge Poetry Anthology.  

When and where do you most enjoy reading? 

I most enjoy reading in bed.  

What was the last truly great book you read? 

Helium by Rudy Francisco was phenomenal. 

Are you a fiction or a nonfiction person? If fiction, do you have a favorite literary genre 

(or what types of nonfiction do you enjoy)? 

I am both a fiction and a nonfiction person. I enjoy reading a variety of forms and genres. 
When I read nonfiction, I enjoy creative nonfiction essay. A powerful CNF story can bring 
tears to my eyes, especially when I get to discuss it with other passionate readers and 
writers. 

Do you have a favorite YA or classic book? 

One of my favorite book series is Harry Potter. I started reading the Harry Potter series 

when I was in elementary school, and I grew up with Harry, Ron, and Hermione. I have 

re-read the entire series multiple times throughout my life and it's hard for me to pick one 

that is my favorite, although I think Deathly Hallows definitely stuck the landing. I also 

have a very special place in my heart for That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton.  



Paper or e-book? Are you a note-taker? Favorite snack while you read? 

I prefer paper books by far.  

What book most influenced you or made the greatest impact in your life? 

The first time I read Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban when I was a kid, the last 
third of that story blew me away and changed my perspective of how a story could be told. I 
read That Was Then, This Is Now (Hinton) when I was in 9th grade and I was completely 
engrossed in Bryon and Mark's story, and left baffled by the ending. I was inspired by S.E. 
Hinton's work; she wrote The Outsiders while she was in high school! In college, the short 
story "Until Gwen" by Dennis Lehane introduced me to the second person point of view, 
which had a great influence on me as a writer. On Writing by Stephen King left a huge 
impact on the way I view the craft of writing.  

Favorite childhood book or one you wish every child would read? Or perhaps a favorite 

character or hero? 

I'm reinterpreting this question to "story" rather than book. One of my character heroes is 
Rey. When I first saw trailers for Star Wars: The Force Awakens, I was skeptical. But The 
Force Awakens and The Last Jedi prompted me to become absorbed in the Star Wars world, 
even more so than when I was a kid and grew up watching Episodes IV, V, and VI. Rey 
quickly became one of my character heroes. 

What book did you find disappointing or way overrated? You know you were 

"supposed" to love it/appreciate it, but bleh, you didn't. 

I'm also slightly reinterpreting this question. When I was in 10th grade, my class was 
assigned To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee. I don't even think I read the whole book like 
I was supposed to...Needless to say, back then I didn't get the hype. 

However, many years later I found To Kill A Mockingbird on the list of books that I could 
choose to teach my own 10th grade classes. Remembering how I was not engaged when I 
was a 10th grader myself, I picked it up off of my bookshelf to find out why I had felt that 
way. As I read, I started to think about what I could do as a teacher to make this story 
matter to my students. 



Now, TKAM is up there with some of the books I've read and re-read the most, and I 
thoroughly enjoy the rich and important discussions that spring from reading TKAM deeply 
with my students.  

I had a very similar experience with basically all poetry. Up until I was a senior in college, I 
thought that poetry just wasn't my thing and that I wasn't good at it (reading or writing 
it). But then my Modern Poetry professor really changed the way I approached poetry 
because of the way he taught poetry.   

If you could meet one writer, dead or alive, who would it be? What would you ask? Have 

you ever written to an author? 

Yikes! There are too many options. Can we have a dead or alive writers conference, instead? 
Or maybe a dinner party?  

What do you plan to read as your next quarantine book? 

Next up on my bookshelf: When You Are Engulfed In Flames by David Sedaris. 

 

 
 


